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Editor's Note: Executive Profiles offer insights
into the management styles, hobbies and
inspirations of the South Florida's c-suite. These
Q&A's are featured in our weekly print edition.

JOE SARDANO

Age: 67

Birthplace: Montreal

Residence: Delray Beach

Current position: President, chairman and CEO, Sensus Healthcare

Previous positions: Chief commercial officer, Xoft; managing partner and health
care consultant, Molecular Imaging Ventures; VP, Siemens Medical Systems; senior
VP of global sales and marketing, CTI Molecular Imaging and Pet Net
Pharmaceuticals; Americas sales manager of functional imaging at GE Medical
Systems; VP of sales and marketing, Eliscint; region sales manager, Toshiba America
Medical Systems

Education: B.A., Concordia University in Montreal; business certificates from
School of Management, McGill University
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Joe Sardano likes to be in the presence of winners.

The walls and tables in his office are covered with signed sports memorabilia from
professional athletes he befriended over the years. He displays many photos of
himself shaking hands with household names in sports, politics and business,
including golf legend Tiger Woods, Donald Trump attorney Rudy Giuliani, and the
late Jack Welch, former CEO of General Electric.

“They’re all people who have done something special in their lives,” he said shortly
before recalling a story about a heartfelt encounter with Shaquille O’Neal, then with
the Orlando Magic. Sardano has many stories like this, all about well-known people
he admires who have made lasting impacts in their respective fields.

Sardano aims to make a lasting impact of his own with Boca Raton-based Sensus
Healthcare (Nasdaq: SRTS), an innovative medical device company he helped
launch. The company specializes in an FDA-approved noninvasive procedure for
skin cancer that could one day be used to treat any type of tumor, Sardano said.

Who would you say are driving forces in your success? I owe everything to my
parents. My dad, who just recently passed away at 99 years old, taught me it’s a
privilege to work. He taught me that if you work hard every day, you will be
rewarded. And I’ve maintained that work ethic. He was in commercial real estate all
his life. My mother was a registered nurse and was supervisor at the Jewish General
Hospital in Montreal the last 15 years of her career. She always said there is nothing
you can’t achieve if you set your mind to it. My grandmother and grandfather were
immigrants from Italy, and my grandfather used to tell me in Italian that the
sweetest fruit is on the thinnest limb, but to always reach for that fruit – meaning it’s
worth the risk.

What attracted you to making a career in the U.S.? I came to the U.S. because I felt
this was the land of opportunity, and it’s proven me right. 

As you build the company, how do you balance work and family life? This is a job
that consumes you 24/7. It’s a constant battle. But there’s distraction time. I have to
go to basketball games or hockey games to get my mind off of things for a couple
hours. My wife and I love watching all the talent shows. In today’s world, with all the
data and information that continuously flows from one computer to another, you’re
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constantly bombarded. But I’ve learned to turn it off to interact with family and
friends. You just have to put it down.

What’s your advice for someone who wants to start their own company? I think
they need to take that chance. There is nothing wrong with failure. If it’s a dream,
pursue that dream and learn as much as you can. You have to get over that fear. Just
surround yourself with good people, and make sure you have people who are better
than you on the team.

What excites you about your field? Every day there’s a different challenge. You
never have time to get bored.

Being from another country, what are your views on the U.S. health care system? I
came from a country that has socialized health care. A lot of people point to
Canada’s health care system, and I don’t think it’s something we should look at. I
witnessed a very dear relative of mine pass away with lung cancer [after] not having
a treatment in 20 months because he just had to wait in line. In the U.S., we are so
gifted and fortunate to have the best health care in the world. We need to find ways
to provide health care to everybody and keep it affordable.

Of all the athletes you’ve met, what stands out about Shaquille O’Neal? I saw his
first game when I had season tickets for the Orlando Magic. He was the biggest kid
in all of Orlando. He would always throw the ball to me for my son to touch it. Shaq
is one of those guys who is extremely special and never lost his base. He is very
disciplined. He would never walk by without saying hello, even though he is so
successful.

What makes South Florida the best place for your company? Once we identified a
management team to bring a new product to market, we had no idea how big that
market would be. It’s like landing a person on Mars: What is it going to bring to the
world? I view South Florida as the best medical market in the world because it’s the
most hungry for technologies.
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